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CDSSH students virtually connect with other PA students to learn history and geography in new ways

On Thursday, February 16, 4" grade students from five Pennsylvania elementary schools connected with each
other in a virtual environment in a webinar organized by the Chester County Intermediate Unit. All 4" grade
students in the state of PA study Pennsylvania geography and history, and this project was designed to make
learning hands-on using online learning and collaborative tools.

Prior to the webinar, each classroom used their computer and library classes to create a five-minute
presentation consisting of clues about their city or town. During the webinar, students gave their presentations
via Elluminate video conferencing. The other classrooms then used maps, the Internet, textbooks and other
resources to guess the location of each participating classroom. Students from the different school asked each
other questions via video conferencing, with topics ranging from the environment to local industry, transportation
and history/civics. Besides Country Day School of the Sacred Heart in Bryn Mawr, the other elementary schools
participating in the conference were from Pittsburgh, Wernersville, Cranberry, and Kennel Square.

The project was designed to give students practice with public speaking, to develop their research, critical
thinking and technical skills, and to provide a fun way to learn about the history and geography of Pennsylvania.

Anya McDonnell’20 of Radnor guesses the location of the fourth grader on screen via video
conferencing while Gabriella Seeley’20 of Bryn Mawr, Georgeanne Gorelick’20 of Berwyn,
Catherine Scholl, Library Media Specialist, of Bryn Mawr, Rachel Prendergast’20 of Devon, and
the other Country Day School of the Sacred Heart fourth graders listen closely and take notes.
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Country Day School of the Sacred Heart is a Catholic, independent, college preparatory school for girls, grades PreK-12. The
goals of Sacred Heart's education have remained the same for over 140 years: to produce self-confident women, to provide a
challenging intellectual environment, to develop a love of God, and to create a desire to help others. The school is part of a
national network of 21 Sacred Heart schools, which share a common heritage and vision. There are over 150 Sacred Heart schools
around the world, providing the benefits of an international campus while maintaining a small class size. Country Day School of
the Sacred Heart is conveniently located at 480 S. Bryn Mawr Avenue, Bryn Mawr, PA. For further information, please call
Admissions at 610-527-3915, ext. 214, or visit www.cdssh.org.
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